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  More than Engineering Solutions 

May 7, 2015 

 

 

Mr. John Gorman  

Chief-Pesticides and Toxic Substances Branch 

United States Environmental Protection Agency-Region 2 

2890 Woodbridge Avenue 

Edison, New Jersey 08837-3679 

 

Ms. Judith A. Enck 

Regional Administrator 

United States Environmental Protection Agency-Region 2 

290 Broadway, 26th Floor 

New York, New York 10007-1866 

 

RE:  Notification/Modification of Work Plan Implementation Schedule 

Self-Implementation of On-Site Cleanup and Disposal of PCB Remediation Waste 

Ben Weitsman of Rochester, LLC/Weitsman Rochester Realty, LLC  

80 Steel Street 

Rochester, New York 

 

Dear Mr. Gorman and Ms. Enck: 

 

This letter serves to notify the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) of a schedule 

modification to the Self-Implementing On-Site Cleanup and Disposal of PCB Remediation Waste Work Plan 

(Work Plan), dated August 2014; and the USEPA-approved schedule modification dated January 28, 2015.  This 

schedule notification is a modification to the USEPA approved Work Plan for the next phase of remediation at 

the above referenced site.  Before the onset of inclement weather, the field work completed in December 

included excavating and disposing off Site the four locations exhibiting total PCBs greater than 48 ppm, no 

hazardous waste locations remain.  In addition, 13 of the 14 locations exhibiting total PCBs between 10 and 48 

ppm have been excavated and disposed off Site.  The Remediation Area defined in the Work Plan continues to be 

fenced off and is not used by the Owner. 

The current, USEPA-approved schedule modification indicated field work would commence in mid to late spring 

2015 contingent on weather and the site conditions.  A proposed start date in March or April 2015 was expected. 

Field work has continued to be postponed based upon weather conditions and approvals. 

The exceptionally bitter winter of 2015 has lasted longer than usual; snow last fell in Rochester on April 16 and 

17.  The Site soils remain wet and un-workable due to continued cold weather and precipitation.  As you are 

aware, the next phase of the work includes excavation and placement of PCB impacted soils to other areas of the 

Site followed by placement of an asphalt cap.  It is necessary for optimum moisture conditions to be present 

within these displaced soils to allow placement, grading and achieving proper compaction for the subsequent 

placement of stone sub-base and asphalt pavement.  Similar delays due to weather are being experienced on 

another O’Brien & Gere construction project. 

The last remaining location of non-hazardous soils for off Site disposal and subsequent placement of 10 inches of 

gravel cover requires railroad approval. The Site Owner is in continued favorable discussions with the railroad 

owner to allow this work to take place and now that the weather has broken.   
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O’Brien & Gere has communicated with the County of Monroe relating to stormwater design associated with the 

asphalt cover and remediation.  This has resulted in reconfiguration of grading and stormwater drainage and 

management, swale design and revised surface slopes.  We have targeted mid-May, 2015 as a potential re-

mobilization timeframe contingent upon Site conditions and approvals.  It is anticipated that the remaining work 

will now take 10 weeks to complete. Contractors have been advised of the schedule delays. Contingent upon 

asphalt paving subcontractor availability, it is expected all Site work will be complete in August, 2015.  

This letter notification that the work has been further postponed would result in a necessary modification to the 

USEPA approved Work Plan schedule.  We are prepared to provide monthly updates to USEPA commencing May 

15, 2015 to provide timely updates. Thank you for your consideration. 

Should you have any questions, please contact me via telephone at 585-295-7709 or via e-mail at 

Kevin.Ignaszak@obg.com. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kevin D. Ignaszak, P.E. 

Senior Project Manager 

 

cc. James Haklar-USEPA Region 2 

 Mike Khalil – NYSDEC Region 8 

 Doreen Simmons- Hancock and Estabrook 

 Paul Mazurkiewicz, PE – O’Brien & Gere 

 Doug Crawford, PE – O’Brien & Gere 


